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which those priests brought against him was that of sedition and con-
spiracy against the Roman government, to which the Jews were then sub-
ject and tributary; and it is not improbable1 that the Roman government
might have some secret apprehensions of the effects of his doctrine as
well as the Jewish priests; neither is it improbable that Jesus Christ had
in contemplation the delivery of the Jewish nation from the bondage of
the Romans. Between the two, however, this virtuous reformer and revo-
lutionist lost his life.
It is upon this plain narrative of facts, together with another case T am
going to mention, that the Christian Mythologies, calling themselves
the Christian Church, have erected their fable, which for absurdity and
extravagance, is not exceeded by any thing that is to be found in the
mythology of the ancients.
The ancient Mythologists tell us that the race of Giants made war
against Jupiter, and that one of them threw a hundred rocks against him
at one throw; that Jupiter defeated him with thunder, and confined him
afterwards under Mount Ktna, and that every time the Giant turns him-
self, Mount Etna belches fire.
It is here easy to see that the circumstance of the mountain, that of its
being a volcano, suggested the idea of the fable; and that the fable is
made to fit and wind itself up with that circumstance*
The Christian Mythologists tell us, that their Satan made war against
the Almighty, who defeated him, and confined him afterwards, not under
a mountain, but in a pit. It is here easy to see that the first fable suggested
the idea of the second; for the fable of Jupiter and the Giants was told
many hundred years before that of Satan,
Thus far the ancient and the Christian Mythologists differ very little
from each other. But the latter have contrived to carry the matter much
farther. They have contrived to connect the fabulous part of the story
of Jesus Christ with the fable originating from Mount Ktna; and, in order
to make all the parts of the story tie together, they have taken to their aid
the traditions of the Jews; for the Christian mythology is made up partly
from the ancient mythology, and partly from the Jewish traditions.
The Christian Mythologists, after having confined Satan in a pit, were
obliged to let him out again to bring on the sequel of the fable* He is then
introduced into the Garden of Eden in the shape of a snake or a serpent,
and in that shape he enters into familiar conversation with Eve, who is no
way surprised to hear a snake talk; and the issue of this tete-a-tete is,
that he persuades her to eat an apple, and the eating of that apple damns
all mankind.